Work and Political Update From Senator Ivana Bacik

29th April 2010
1. Female Genital Mutilation Bill 2010

Last Wednesday 21st April in the Seanad I introduced a bill to prohibit female genital mutilation – it received cross-party support and the Minister for Health has promised to introduce legislation in similar terms within the next few months.

2. Debate on Women’s Participation in politics

Yesterday Tue 27th April this debate took place in the Seanad at my initiative – it was the first time in the history of the State that women’s political participation has ever been formally on the agenda of either House of the Oireachtas. There was so much interest in it that the debate was adjourned after two and a half hours, and will resume on a later date. 

3. Legislation

In recent weeks, I have led for the Labour group in the Seanad on the Arbitration Bill; the Multi-Unit Development Bill (concerning the management of apartment complexes); the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering) Bill; the Criminal Law (Insanity) Bill; the Property Services (Regulation) Bill; the Fines Bill; and the Data Retention Bill, all of which are currently going through.  

4. Multi-denominational school campaign (www.portobellomds.org)

In December 2009 a group of us set up a group aiming to establish a new multi-denominational school for the Dublin 8/6/6W and 12 areas. I am Chair of the group which now have 160 parents signed up, and we have had a meeting with the Minister and carried out extensive lobbying of public representatives in Dublin South-East and Dublin South-Central. We were featured on RTE’s Morning Ireland programme on Wed 10th March, and you will see updated information on all our activities on our website www.portobellomds.org
5. Clerical Child Sexual Abuse

I helped with a BBC investigation into the whereabouts of notorious serial abuser and ex-priest Bill Carney (broadcast on BBC Newsnight, Tue 9th March) and have raised this issue in the Seanad and have met with survivors and those affected by abuse.

6. Penal Reform 

In order to raise awareness among TDs and Senators about the urgent need for reform of our sentencing process, I organised a seminar for Oireachtas members on alternatives to custody, facilitated by the Irish Penal Reform Trust, on 31st March in Leinster House – speakers were Prof Ian O’Donnell and Dr Mairead Seymour.

7. Speaking Engagements

Among other things I spoke in UCC at a debate on secularisation of the Constitution (4th March); in City Hall for the Dublin Book Festival on the legacy of feminism (8th March); in the Sugar Club for a Bar Council debate on political reform (11th march); and on Tue 30th March was a panellist at the Royal Irish Academy debate on Irish nationhood.

